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that may enhance the likelihood of promotion in the future" (see Texas State 
University System, Rules and Regulations, Chapter V, Subsection 4.31). 

2.04 Only members of the faculty with the academic rank of associate professor or 
professor may be granted tenure. Tenure and promotion from assistant 
professor to associate professor are linked at Sam Houston State University. A 
faculty member cannot be promoted to the rank of associate professor without 
a concomitant award of tenure. Tenure may be granted at the time of 
appointment to an academic rank of associate professor or professor, or 
initially tenure may be withheld pending satisfactory completion of a 
probationary period of faculty service. 

3. THE ACADEMIC RANKS 

3 .01 Sam Houston State University shall utilize the following academic ranks for 
tenure-track and tenured faculty: instructor, assistant professor, associate 
professor, professor, and distinguished professor. The terminal degree or 
special credentials are required for all tenure-track ranks except instructor. 

3.02 Terminal Degrees and Special Credentials 

a. The term "special credentials" as used in this policy shall be defined to 
include the Certified Public Accountant license and other special 
eredentials, insofar as these signify generally recognized levels of 
achievement, competence, and experience specifically applicable to 
particular academic fields. 

b. The term "tenninal degree" as used in this document shall be defined as 
the highest academic degree customarily awarded in the field of study. 
This term may include the Master of Fine Arts, the Doctor of 
Jurisprudence, the :&laster of Social Work, and the Master of Library 
Science from a library school program accredited by the American Library 
Association. 

3.03 Sam Houston State University shall utilize the following academic rank 
designations for interim, non-tenure-track faculty: Visiting Scholar, Adjunct 
Faculty, Clinical Assistant Professor, Clinical Associate Professor, Clinical 
Professor, Clinical Faculty, Lecturer-Pool Faculty, Lecturer-Special Faculty, 
Lecturer, Research Faculty, Visiting Assistant Profussor, Visiting Associate 
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